The solution was to cut away the passenger
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’c or’a e a I o rn I a n the C-shaped section which was much
easier to manipulate. The same approach

Tim Sears, Bordon, Hampshire

After her 20-plus-year spell off the road, front garden restoration and Category C write-off in May
2011, Victoria’s future looked bleak. As she sat there in the drive my first thoughts were that she
would never see the road again. The impact from her crash had pushed the passenger door inside
the car past the B-post which itself was several inches from its original position. The A-post was
moved around the hinge mount, the roof had been pulled down and was creased at the top of the
B-post. Inside, the front seats were touching each other where the Only the brave would
passenger seat had moved across. contemplate repairing this.

My injuries weren’t serious but were enough to stop me When it comes to Imps, Tim
working on my Imps for quite a while. There was nothing | could Sears is no coward!
do to Victoria for now; at least this meant no rash decisions were
made about her future.

A couple of months later fellow Californian owning club
member Dave Craggs was on hand to assess the damage and at
least make Victoria look a little less sad. This consisted of
removing the rear side window which, despite being twisted
didn’t break, and removing the door which was not going to come
off without a fight, having in effect sprung into the car and then
opened back up inside. There was no way the door was going
to pass the B-post without causing more damage. The answer
was to cut the door to weaken it enough to be removed. Once the
door could be opened, the eighth hinge screws were removed —
amazingly, they came out easily and weren’t bent. With the door
and window removed, Victoria looked a little happier but her
future was still in doubt.

August 2011 saw us holidaying in Cornwall with our Husky. We
were staying with Sarah and the now late John Doughty. John,
having heard of my accident had found a door to go towards
Victoria’s restoration. This was the point at which Victoria’s future
was secured.

Not having enough room in our Husky to take the door home,
Bob Blackman (Cornwall ACO) came to the rescue and a few
weeks later Bob dropped the door off on his way to the
Goodwood Revival.

Aten-tonne PortaPower was then bought and the straightening
began. | soon realised that pushing against the driver’s sill section
to straighten the passenger’s side could damage the good sill.
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was then taken with the rear wing front

section and B-post. The badly damaged part of the wing was cut away leaving the B-post much

more accessible to the PortaPower, hammer and dollies. The delicate use of both club and sledge

hammers saw the A-post straighten enough to be able to fit the replacement door. The
PortaPower was then used to tweak the roof and B-post to fit the door.

By 2013 Dave had now donated a Stiletto shell to Victoria’s cause, this would be cut up to not

only supply the section of rear wing but also the scuttle, parts of the floor and rear suspension
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“There mus sier way

to replace the I es...”
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Rosie: “I’'m so proud
of you, Daddy”
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